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SIR: 

This Petition is being filed to request consideration of references 
previously filed with an Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) on April 13, 2004. 
The Examiner refused to consider two references, arguing they were not properly 
submitted. Applicant respectfully disagrees. 



As set forth in the IDS, reference JP 2001-167205 was provided with 
English-language counterpart WO 01/31526 and reference JP 06-505582 was provided 
with English-language counterpart US 5,500,514. Reference JP 2001-167205 and 
reference JP 06-505582 have not been considered. 



Applicant respectfully submits that the IDS was in compliance with MPEP 
§ 609.04(a)(III) which states the following: "An English-language equivalent 
application may be submitted to fulfill this requirement if it is, in fact, a translation of 
a foreign language application being listed in an information disclosure statement." 
Because the IDS included English-language equivalents for reference JP 2001-167205 
and reference JP 06-505582, Applicant believes that he is entitled to have these 
references considered. 
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Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the 
references enclosed with the originally filed IDS and to initial and return the Form 
1449 to the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Prestia 



LEA/dmw 
Enclosures: 



Dated: April 8, 2008 

P.O. Box 980 

Valley Forge, PA 19482 

610-407-0700 




Copy/IDS 
Copy/PTO-1449 

Copy/Time Stamped Return Receipt Postc. 



The Commissioner for Patents is hereby 
authorized to charge payment to Deposit 
Account No. 18-0350 of any fees associated 
with this communication. 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSU RE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98 and to the duty of disclosure set forth in 
37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the Examiner in charge of the above-identified application is requested to 
consider and make of record the references listed on the PTO 1449 (RP) submitted herewith. A 
copy of each of the listed references is also enclosed. 

Although the information submitted herewith may be "material" to the Examiner's 
consideration of the subject application, this submission is not intended to constitute an 
admission that such information is "prior art" as to the claimed invention. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made. 

The following Japanese references are not in the English language: 

1) 2001-229276 

2002-109404 



2) 
3) 
4) 
5) 



2002-157423 
2001-167205 
06-505582 
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References 1) to 3) include an English language abstract. 

References 4) and 5) have a counterpart English language patent or application 
attached. Further, a "concise explanation" under 37CFR § 1.98(a)(3) for Reference 4) is set 
forth in the background portion of the specification on page 1, lines 17-18. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with the above- 
referenced application. 



LEA/dmw/fp 

Enclosures: PTO Form 1449 

Copies of (7) References 
Transmittal Form 

Dated: April 13, 2004 




P.O. Box 980 

Valley Forge, PA 19482 

(610) 407-0700 



The Commissioner for Patents is hereby 
authorized to charge payment to Deposit Account 
No. 18-0350 of any fees associated with this 
communication. 
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I hereby certify that this paper and fee are being deposited, under 37 C.F.R. § 1.10 and with sufficient postage, using the 
Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service of the United States Postal Service on the date indicated above and tl 
deposit is addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313 7 1450. 
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